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AGRICULTURE  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  THE  NATION 


A List  of  Selected  References* 

Compiled  by  Everett  E.  Edwards 
Division  of  Statistical  and  Historical  Research 

Andrew,  A.  Piatt.  The  Influence  of  the  Crops  upon  Business  in 

America  (1870-1905).  Quart.  Jour.  Econ.  20:  323-352  (May,  1906). 

Atkeson,  Mary  Meek.  Women  in  Farm  Life  and  Rural  Economy.  Iain. 

Amer.  Acad.  Polit.  and  Social  Sci.  143:  188-194  (May,  1929). 

Bailey,  Liberty  Hyde.  The  Harvest  of  the  Year  to  the  Tiller  of 
the  Soil.  New  York,  Macmillan  Co. , 1927.  209  p. 

Reviewed  by  Caroline  B.  Sherman  in  Jour.  Farm  Econ.  10:  260-261 
(April,  1928);  and  by  Henry  C.  Taylor  in  Rural  Amer.  8 (2):  3-5 
(February,  1930). 

Part  1 of  this  book  by  the  dean  of  American  agriculturists  is 
entitled  "The  Situation”  and  is  a philosophical  commentary  on  the 
problems  of  modern  agriculture..  Its  chapter  titles  are  as  follows: 

1,  The  New  Year;  2,  The  Farmer  and  the  Lander;  3,  Farmers  and 
Farmers;  4,  The  Promoter  and  the  Farmer;  5,  From  Haying-Time  to 
Radio;  6,  The  Size  of  an  Acre  of  Land;  7,  Homesteads  and  Democracy; 

8,  The  Surplus;  9,  Estimate. 

Part  2,  entitled  "Incomes''  is  a veritable  prose  poom  on  the 
satisfactions  that  come  from  agriculture  as  an  occupation.  Its 
chapter  titles  are  as  follows:  10,  'The  Backgrounds;  11,  The 

Farmsteads;  12,  The  Uplands;  13,  November:  June;  14,  Soil;  15,  My 
Father's  Hoe;  16,  Wind;  17,  Rain;  18,  Leaves;  19,  Weed;  20,  Peach; 

21,  Horse;  22,  Evening;  23,  Morning;  24,  Nails;  25,  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty -nine  Farmers. 

See  also  other  books  and  articles  by  the  same  author,  especially 
his  The  Country-life  Movement  in  the  United  States  (New  York,  Mac- 
millan Co.  , 1911 ). 


*First  issued  ^ugust  1,  1930;  revised  March  1,  1931.  The  abbreviations 
arc  those  prescribed  in  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
Department  Bulletin  1330. 


2 


Bailor , Oliver  E.  Population,  Food  Supply,  and  American  Agriculture. 
Geogr.  Hov.  IS:  353-373  (July,  1928.). 

An  addross  before  a joint  session  of  the  American  Farm  Econo- 
mic Association  and  the  rural  section  of  the  American  Sociological 
Society  in  Washington,  on  December  29,  1927.  The  data  on  agricul-  * 
tural  production  is  revisod  and  brought  up  to  May  1,  1928. 

The  following  are  the  sub-headings:  The  Progress  of  Population 

in  the  World;  The  Progress  of  Population  in  the  Orient;  Agricultural 
Progress  in  the  Orient;  The  Population  Problem  in  the  Orient;  The 
Progress  of  Population  in  Europe;  The  Progress  of  Agricul ture  in 
Europe;  The  Population  Problem  in  Europe;  The  Progress  of  Population 
in  North  America;  The  Progress  of  Agricultural  Production  in  the 
United  States;  Agricultural  Production  Since  1900;  Agricul tural 
Production  Since  the  World  War;  The  Increase  in  ^ainual  Products; 
Changes  in  Crop  Production;  Changes  in  Production  Per  Man  Since 
the  War;  Looking  Ahead. 

Bean,  L.  H.  Agriculture  and  the  Nation's  Businsss.  Jour.  Farm  Econ. 

9:  340-345  (July,  1927). 

Beard,  Charles  A.  Agriculture  in  the  Nation’s  Economy.  Nation 
125:  150-151  (Aug.  17,  1927). 

The  stenographic  report  of  a brilliant  and  provocative  address 
delivered  at  the  Institute  of  Politics  at  Williamstown,  Massachusetts, 
on  August  2,  1927. 

The  address  also  appears  in  substantially  the  same  form  under 
the  title.  Nation  Planning  and  the  Farmer;  Sound  National  Policy 
Demands  a Better  Deal  for  Agriculture,  in  Wallace’s  Farmer 
52  (35):  6,  13  (Sept.  2,  1927  ). 

Beard,  Charles  A.  The  City’s  Place  in  Civilization.  Amer.  City 
39:  101-103  (November,  1928). 

Abstract  of  an  address  delivered  at  the  joint  convention 
of  the  National  Municipal  League,  Government  Research  Association, 
and  National  Association  of  Civic  Secretaries,  at  Cincinnati,  on 
October  16,  1928.  The  article  is  abstracted  by  Harvey  Walker  in 
Social  Sci.  Abstracts  1 (3)  no.  2232  (May,  1929). 

Beard,  Charles  A.  The-  Contest  Between  Rural  and  Urban  Economy. 

Ga.  Univ.  Bui.  (Inst.  Pub.  Affairs  and  Internatl.  Relations- 
Addrosses)  30  (2):  70-78  (November,  1929). 

The  author  sees  fundamental  antitheses  between  capitalism, 
science,  and  machinery  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  traditional 
agriculture  on  the  other.  He  regards  those  throe  powerful  fac- 
tors as  the  essence  of  '’urbanism"  and  the  thesis  is  then  built 
up,  by  using  historical  data,  .that  there  has  always  been,  and 
still  is,  a great  struggle  between  urbanism  and  agriculture. 

Beard,  Charles  A.  Culture  and  Agriculture.  Sat.  Rev.  Lit. 

5:  272-273  (Oct.  20,  1928). 

An  interesting  and  thought-provoking  essay  on  what  may  bo 
called  the  agrarian  thesis. 


Janice  S.  Brown  oCT  'J  1 1931 
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Black,  John  D.  ^*gri cultural  Reform  in  the*  United  States. 

Row  York,  McGraw-Hill  Book  Co.  1929.  511  p. 

Note  especially  eh.  2,  The  Place  of  Agriculture  in  the 
National  Economy,  p.  40-61. 

Black,  John  D.  National  .'agricultural  Policy.  ~mor.  Econ.  Rev.  Sup. 
16:  134-155  (liar eh , 1916). 

A discussion  of  the  urbanization  of  the  United  States  and 
the  influences  shaping  the  destiny  of  American  agriculture  from 
1845  to  1925,  and  a statement  of  what  the  policy  should  be  in 
relation  to  agriculture  and  its.  balance  with  urban  industry. 

Campbell,  Macy.  Rural  Life  at  the  Crossroads.  Boston,  Ginn  & Co., 
1927.  482  p. , illus.  , maps. 

See  especially  ch.  2,  The  Keepers  of  the  Land;  and  ch.  3, 

The  Economic  Evolution  of  Farm  Life  in  America*  Ch.  2 includes 
material  on  the  following  topics:  the  land  as  the  nourishcr  of 

all;  importance  of  the  contribution  of  the  farm  group  to  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  nation;  leadership  from  the  farm  group; 
the  farm  group  as  the  bulwark  of  American  ideals;  reasons  for 
the  large  contribution  of  the  farm  people  to  the  spiritual  life 
of  the  nation  in  the  past. 

Chew,  Arthur  p.  The  Antagonism  Between  Farm  and  Industry,  .annalist 
31:  565-566,  577  (March  30,  1928). 

Chew,  Arthur  ?.  Population,  Food  and  Imperialism.  New  Repub. 

57:  85-89  (Dec.  12,  1928). 

Corey,  Lewis.  T7ho  Owns  the  Nation’s  Wealth?  New  Repub.  51:  300-303 
(Aug.  10,  1927). 

Coulter,  E.  Merton.  Southern  Agriculture  and  Southern  Nationalism 
before  the  Civil  War.  --gr.  Hist.  4:  92-120  (July,  1930). 

— study  of  southern  agriculture  as  the  groundwork  of  the 
sectionalism  which  evolved  in  the  antebellum  South  until  it  be- 
came a veritable  nationalism  and  the  basis  of  the  attempt  to 
found  the  Confederate  States  of  America* 

Dodd,  William  E.  Shall  Our  Farmers  Become  Peasants;  A Vivid  Survey 
of  Commercial  and  .agricultural  America.  Century  Mag.  116:  30-44 
(May,  1928). 

An  analysis  of  the  periods  of  distress  and  prosperity  of 
American  farmers  and  the  relations  of  agriculture  and  industry 
in  the  United  States  since  the  American  Revolution. 
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Edwards  , Everett  E.  A Bibliography  of  the  History  of  Agriculture 
in  the  United  States.  Washington,  U.  S.  Gov t . Print.  Off. , 

1930.  307  p.  (U. "S.  Dept.  Agr.  Hi  sc.  Pub.  84.  ) 

This  bibliography  is  a guide  to  references  on  the  part 
played  by  agriculture  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 

The  references  are  classified  under  the  foil owing ‘headings: 
Generalities;  Geographic  Factors  in  American  History;  Indian 
Contributions  to  American  Agriculture;  Colonization  and  Settle- 
ment in  America;  Land  Policies  and  the  Public  Domain;  Agriculture: 
General  Historical  Summaries;  Agriculture  in  the  Colonial  Period; 
Agriculture  from  the  American  Revolution  to  the  American  Civil 
War;  Agriculture  and  the  Sectional  Struggle;  Agricultural  Revo- 
lution; Agriculture  by  Regions  Chiefly  Since  I860;  Agriculture 
in  the  States;  Agriculture  during  the  World  War;  The  Agricultural 
Problem;  Analyses  and  Proposed  Solutions?  Agricultural  Cooperative 
Movement;  Agriculture  In  the  Life  of  the  Ration;  Transportation 
and  Markets;  Farm  Implements  and  Machinery ; Agencies  Promoting 
Agriculture;  Agricultural  Leaders;  Federal,  Regional,  and  State 
Projects  Designed  to  Aid  Agriculture;  Farmers  and  Political 
Activity  Since  the  American  Revolution;  Index. 

Engberg,  Russell  C.  Industrial  Prosperity  and  the  Farmer.  Hew  York, 
Macmillan  Co. , 1927.  286  p.  (Inst,  of  Economics.  Investigations 

in  Agr.  Econ.  ) . 

Review  by  Jesse  W.  Tapp  in  Jour.  Farm  Econ.  9:  451-452 
(October,  1927);  by  Louis  H.  Bean  in  Amer.  Econ.  Rev.  28:  106-107 
(March,  1928);  by  E.  H.  Wiecking  in  Amer.  Federationist  35:  1125-1127 
(September,  1928)  Also  In  Economist  (London)  105:  565-566 
(Oct.  1,  1927  ). 

Gabriel,  Ralph  Henry.  The  Farmer  in  the  Commonwealth.  Forth  Amer. 

Rev.  213:  577-586  (May,  1921), 

The  influence  and  r esponsibility  of  farm  organizations  in 
the  United  States. 

Gee,  Wilson.  The  Place  of  Agriculture  in  American  Life.  IT ew  York, 
Macmillan  Co.,  1930.  217  p.  (World  Today  Bookshelf). 

A short  book  list,  p.  209-210;  alse  bibliographical  footnotes. 

A portrayal  of  agriculture’s  contribution  to  the  life  of  the 
nation  and  of  the  pressing  problems  which  confront  the  American 
farmer.  Note  particularly  ch.  1,  The  Contribution  of  the  Country- 
side, p.  1-23;  and  ch.  8,  The  Future  of  American  Agriculture, 

p.  186-208. 

Hoag,  Emily  F.  The  National  Influence  of  a Single  Farm  Community; 

A Story  of  the  Flow  into  National  Life  of  Migration  from  the  Farms. 
Washington,  1921.  55  p.  (U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.  Bui.  984). 

The  farm  community  studied  is  Belleville,  a small  agricultural 
village  of  about  500  people,  6 miles  from  a railroad,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Ellisburgh,  in  Jefferson  County,  New  York. 
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11  Toko  ly  Stand;  The  South  end'  the  Agrarian  .Tradition,  by 
Twelve  Southerners.  Nov/  York  and  London,  Harper  & 3r’os.  , 

1930.  359  p. 

This  volume  is  a symposium  consisting  of  an  introduction 
and  tv/elve  car -tides  on  the  South  and  the  agrarian  tradition 
by  Donald  Davidson,  John  Could  Fletcher,  Honry  31uo  Kline, 

Lyle  II.  Lanier,  lend  rev;  Nelson  Lytle,  Herman  Clarence  Nixon, 

Frank  Lav/r one e Owsley , .John  Crov/e  Hansom,  i-llen  Tate,  John 
Donald  Tade,  Robert  Penn  7arron,  and  Stark  Young.  The  Intro- 
duction is  a brief  statement  of  "the  common  convictions  of  the 
group."  The  articles,  in  the  concluding  words  of  the  initial 
paragraph,  "all  tend  to  support  the  Southern  way  of  life  against 
v/hat-  may  be  called  the  American  or  prevailing  way;  and  all  as 
much  as  agree  that  the  best  terms  in  v/hich  to  represent  the  dis- 
tinction are  contained  in  the  phrase,  .Agrarian  versus  Industrial." 
As  an  attempt  to  launch  a movement  against  machine  civilization 
and  a plea  for  a return  to  agrarianism  the  book  has  a place  in 
the  philosophical  discussion  of  the  role  of  agriculture  in  the 
life  *>f  a nation. 


Reviewed  by  Henry  Hazlitt  under  the  title,  So  Did  King 
Canute,  in  The  Nation,  132:  48-49  (Jan.  14,  1931);  by  String- 
follow  3arr  under  the  title,  "No  North,  No  South.’",  in  The 
Nation,  132:  67-68  (Jan.  21,  1931);  by  F.  Cyril  James  in  Ann. 
loner.  Acad.  Polit.  and  Social  Sci.  153:  268-269  (January,  1931). 


Kalcolmson,  Vernon  Austen.  The  Place  of  -griculturc  in  the  Life  of 
a Nation  . • • with  a forev/ord  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Vi  secant  Milner. 
London,  ?.  S.  King  & Son,  1922.  28  p. 

The  first  article  appeared  "in  substance"  in  Protection  and 
Fxport,  January,  1922;  the  second,,  "in  substance"  in  the  Sapire 
Citizen,  January,  1922. 


Hiller,  Flva  E.  Town  and  Country.  Chapel  Hill,  Univ.  North  Carolina 
Press,  1928.  212  p.  (N.  C.  Univ.  Social  Study  Ser. ). 

• An  editorial  review  of  this  book  is  given  in  Vail aces ’ 

Farmer  53  (25):-  4 (June  22,  1928). 

The  author  was  editor-in-chief  of  the  Southern  -agriculturist 
for  some  years  before  his  death.  Ho  realized  that  the  farm  was  as 
much  affected  as  the  'factory  and  the  city  in  foreign  policies,  de- 
velopment of  flood -control , natural  resources,  taxation,  transpor- 
tation, the  tariff,  and  other  problems.  Sec  the  editorial  on  A.  A. 
Killer,  under  the  title,  To  Make  A Rural  Civilization,  in  Fall aces ’ 
Farmer  52  (45):  5 (Nov.  11,  1927). 

The  following  are  the  chapter  titles:  1,  The  Town  in  the  Country, 
p.  3-13;  2,  The  Country?-  About  the  Town,  p.  14-22;  3,  Three  Town  and 
Country  ? .rabies,  p.  23-35;  4,  Conflicting  Interests  of  Town  and 
Country , p.  36-51;  5,  Some  Matters  of  Dispute,  p.  52-75;  6,  Some 
Political  Differences,  p.  76-91;  7,  Schools,  Churches,  and  Roads, 
p.  92-111;  8,  There  the  Town  Has  Failed,  p.  112-126;  9,  There  the 
Town  Must  Load,  p.  127-137;  10,  The  Soul  of  the  Town,  p.  138-161; 

11,  The  3ody  of  the  Town,  p.  162-175;  12,  Some  Toum  Folks  ana  Their 
Country  Contacts,  p.  176-195;  13,  The  Finer  Future  through  Careful 
Planning,  p.  196-204;  14,  And  in  Conclusion,  p.  205-212. 


Nourse,  Edwin  Griswpld.  The  Place  of  Agriculture  in  Modern  Industrial 
Society,  Jour.  Pol it.  Econ.  27:  466-497,  561-577  (June  and  July, 
1919). 

The  second  instalment  is  reprinted  with  omissions  in 
L.  B.  Schmidt  and  E.  D.  Boss,  Readings  in  the  Economic  History 
of  .American  Agriculture  (Hew  York,  Macmillan  Co*,  1925)  ,p.  573-582 . 

Orwin,  C.  S*  The  Euture  of  Farming.  Oxford,  Clarendon  Press; 

London,  Humphrey  Milford,  1930.  156  p. 

Hote  particularly  ch,  1,  Agriculture  and  National  Stability, 
p.  1-12;  and  ch.  2,  Rural  and  Urban  Industry,  p.  13-20. 

Russell,  Goo rge  William.  The  National  Being;  Some  Thoughts  on  an 
Irish  Polity,  by  AE.London,  Macmillan  & Co.,  1925,  176  p. 

A thoughtful  exposition  of  what  AE  considers  the  funda- 
mentals of  nation  building.  He  believes  that  the  chief  problem 
of  Ireland  as  of  many  other  countries  is  "how  to  enable  the 
countryman,  without  journeying,  to  satisfy  to  the  full  his  econo- 
mic, social,  intellectual,  and  spiritual  needs.11  He  points  out 
that  "v/hen  we  begin  to  discuss  this  problem  wc  soon  make  the  dis- 
covery that  neither  in  the  new  world  nor  the  old  has  there  been 
much  first-class  thinking  on  the  life  of  the  countryman"  and  holds 
that  "on  the  labours  of  the  countryman  depend  the  whole  strength 
and  health,  nay,  the  very  existence  of  society,  yet,  in  almost 
every  country,  politics,  economics,-  and  social  reform  are  urban 
products,  and  the  countryman  gets  only  the  crumbs  which  fall  from 
the  political  table." 

See  also  other  addresses,  articles,  and  books  by  AE  on 
the  same  subject.  Note  particularly  his  The  Building  Up  of  a 
Rural  Civilisation;  An  Address  Delivered  at  the  Annual  General 
Meeting  of  the  I.  A.  0.  S. , December  10,  1909  (Dublin,  Scaly, 
Bryers  & Walker,  1910)  ; Cooperation  and  Nationality;  A Guide 
for  Rural  Reformers  from  this  to  the  Next  Generation  (Dublin, 
Maunscl  & Co.,  1912);  and  The  Rural  Community;  An  Address  to  the 
American  Commission  of  Agricultural  Inquiry  at  the  Plunkett 
House,  Dublin,  July  15,  1913  (Dublin,  Rapid  Printing  Co.,  1913). 
Also  his  Rural  Pouulation  Must  be  Maintained,  in  Nebraska  Parmer 
72  (52):  10,  28  (Doc.  27,  1930),  which  is  a pica  for  the  building 
of  a rural  civilization  and  the  decent rad izat ion  of  industries. 

Sec  also  AE1 s Study  of  Political  Ideals,  by  Lloyd  Morris, 
in  Outlook  133:  497-498  (larch  14,  1923). 


Schmidt,  louis  Bernard.  The  Economic  History  of  .American  Agri  cult -ore. 
In  his  Topical  Studies  and  References  on  the  Economic  History 
of  American  Agriculture  (Philadelphia,  McKinley  Publishing  Co., 
1923),  p.  9-26. 

An  excellent  summary  of  the  pla.ee  of  agriculture  in  Amer- 
ican history. 

Reprinted  in  1.  E.  Schmidt  and  E.  D.  Ross,  Readings  in 
the  Economic  History  of  American  Agriculture  (New  York,  Mac- 
millan Co.,  1925),  p.  16-27. 

An  adaptation  of  the  author1  s article,  The  Economic 
History  of  -American  Agriculture  as  a Field  for  Study,  in  Miss. 
Valley  Hist.  Rev.  3:  39-49  (June,  1916).  An  abstract  of  this 
article  appears  under  the  title,  Agriculture  as  a Eield  for 
Historical  Research,  in  Amer.  Hist.  Assoc.'  Ann.  Rpt.  1920: 

161-162. 

Also  an  adaptation  of  the  author1  s An  Unworked  Field  of 
Mississippi  Valley  History,  in  Iowa  Jour.  Hist,  and  Politics 
21 ; 94—111  (January,  JL923). 

See  also  the  author’s  The  Economic  History  of  American 
Agriculture  as  a Field  for  Study,  in  Hist.  Outlook  10!  8-12 
(January,  1919). 

Smith,  Joseph  -^ussell.  Industrial  and  Commercial  Geography.  New 
York,  Henry  Holt  & Co.,  1913.  914  p. , illus. , maps. 

See  ch.  2,  ^he  Place  and  Nature  of  Agriculture,  p.  22-40. 

Its  sub-headings  are  as  fellows:  Relation  of  transport at ion 

and  the  World  Market  to  -Agriculture;  Agriculture  More  Difficult 
to  Understand  than  Manufacture;  Farming  in  the  Domestic  Epoch; 
Farming  in  the  Commercial  Epoch;  Money  Crops  and  Supply  Crops: 

,J-he  Rural  Dollar  and  the  City  Dollar;  The  Application  of 
Science  to  Agriculture;  Crop  Rotation  and  the  Intensification 
of  Agriculture. 

Taylor,  Henry  C.,  and  Jacob  Perlman,  ^he  Share  of  Agriculture  in 
the  National  Income.  Jour.  Land  & Public  Utility  Econ. 

3;  145-162,  432-433  (May  and  November,  1927). 

Thompson,  John  Griffin.  Urbanization;  Its  Effects  on  Government 
and  Society.  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  & G0.,  1927.  683  p. 

References  at  the  end  of  each  chapter. 

Review  by  Maurice  G.  Smith  in  Amer.  Econ.  Rev.  18:  780-781 
(December,  1928);  and  by  C.  E.  Allred  in  Jour.  Farm  Econ. 

10:  261-262  (April,  1928). 

The  following  are  the  chapter  titles1  1,  The  Rural  Bias, 
p.  3-23;  2,  The  Urban  Bent,  p.  24-38;  3,  Urbanization  and  Civil 
Liberty  (l.  Religious  liberty;  Freedom  of  thought,  of  Speech, 
and  of  the  Press;  n Individual0  liberty;  "Personal"  liberty; 

2.  Hunan  Freedom  versus  Slavery  and  Serfdom  in  Country  and  in 
City),  p.  39-56;  4,  Urbanization  and  Economic  Freedom,  p.  57-89; 
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